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SPRING 2009—A TIME

It’s been a goal of mine for quite some
time now to compose a quarterly
newsletter as a venue for sharing real
estate information, updates, and a bit of
myself with...well, pretty much anyone
who will read it. With spring being just
a hop, skip and jump away (please
forgive the inevitable “bunny pun”) it
seems like the perfect time to start. My
hope is that it will become a useful,
enlightening and entertaining
publication people will look forward to
reading.

If you have received this first edition by
e-mail, it means I wanted you to have it

FOR NEW BEGINNINGS

and would appreciate feedback on
content, design, downloading, topics of
interest. Anything at all you'd like to
share. If you know someone who you
think might enjoy receiving it please let
me know and I will add them to the list.
I thank you in advance for your
comments and suggestions and wish
you all a very happy spring!

A Special New Beginning
I became a grandmother
recently when my
daughter had her first
child.

Sweet little Evelyn.

WHY INTEREST MATTERS

Information contained herein is
provided as a courtesy to the
public and does not constitute
solicitation of any currently
listed property. All information
is for informational purposes
only. It is deemed reliable but
not guaranteed and should be
independently verified.

wba(loomagemtcom

When buying a home (or any
major purchase for that matter)
people tend to focus on the
purchase price rather than other
factors, such as loan fees and
interest rates. What many of
them don’t realize is that a
lower interest rate alone can
save them more money in the
short and long run, than just
paying less for a home. For
example, a person who buys a
$110,000 house at 5.0% fixed
for 30 years, will pay $40 less
per month and save nearly
$25,000 in interest, over the life
of the loan, than a person who
pays $100,000 for a house with
a 6.5% fixed rate loan.

The reason it is so important for
people to understand this is that
I keep hearing Buyers say they

are waiting for home prices to
fall a bit more before they make
a purchase. If you have been
waiting for home prices to drop
you should consider acting now.
Interest rates are hovering at or
near historic lows but there is
no guarantee that they will
continue to do so. In fact if
inflation starts to accelerate that
could change quickly and rates
could go up. It could be a very
long time before we see them go
back down again.

Currently there is
selection of homes on the
market but are
starting to shrink and less
inventory means more
competition for homes, as well
as fewer Seller concessions at
negotiation time. Factor in the

a good

inventories

new tax credit if you are a first
time buyer or have not owned a
home in the last 3 years, and the
situation becomes even more
attractive.

Of course it makes sense to
evaluate your own situation
since credit, income, and debt
ratios affect the rate you qualify
for —and the longer you plan to
live in a home the more a low
interest rate will benefit you. So
if you are in a good financial
position and have been
considering a home purchase,
now is a great time to get
serious. Take a step in the right
direction and contact a Realtor
(preferably one who is a really
great Buyer’s Agent..like me!)
today.
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POP CULTURE MEETS MAINSTREET
AS THE SIMPSONS FACE FORECLOSURE

In a new episode of The Simpsons, Homer and Marge’s adjustable-rate mortgage
skyrockets and they have to put their home up for sale. The couple is in this jam

because they financed their annual Mardi Gras parties using home-equity loans.

Homer explains his dilemma in a way that is unfortunately close to what has
happened to so many others: "It's a secret thing called a home-equity loan. I get all

this cash ... and the house gets stuck with the bills!"

Later in the sad, but almost-true episode, he tells his mortgage broker: "When you
gave me that money, you said I wouldn't have to repay it 'til the future. This isn't

the future. It's the lousy, stinking now!"

Source: igoogle real estate news/TheSimpsons.com (03/08/2009)
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From left: Lisa, Marge, Maggie, Homer,
and Bart Simpson

5 FACTORS THAT DECIDE YOUR CREDIT SCORE

A credit score is a number that
summarizes your credit risk, based
on a snapshot of your credit report
at a particular point in time. Your
credit score influences the credit
that’s available to you and the
terms (interest rate, etc.) that
lenders offer Kou. It’s a vital part of
your credit health. Credit scores
range between 300 and 850. The
following factors will affect your
score.

Whether
ations on

1-Your
ou pai
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ayment history.
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2-How much you owe. Owing a
great deal of money on numerous
accounts can indicate that you are
overextended.

i;-The length of your credit history.
n general, the longer the better.

4-How much new credit you have.
New credit, either installment
payments or new credit cards, are
considered more risky, even if you

pay promptly.

-The types of_ credit you use.
enerally, it’s desirable to have
more_than one type of credit—
installment loans, c¢redit cards, and
a mortgage, for example.

For more information and a
downloadable brochure on
understanding your credit score, go
to http://www.myfico.com. Scroll
down to find_ the credit education
publications in the center of the

page.

Source: NAR/my fico.com

o zc flour

e 1/2c. butter

o =/4c¢. half-and-half cream
*  1/3c.supar

o 1/2tspsalt

Preheat oven to 425 F
lnstructlons:

YUMMY CARAMEL SCONES
Every bit as good as your favorite coffee house treat!

e 1 baking powder

o 1c omilk

* 1eg9

o 2tcp vanilla

e 1 c. butterscoteh chips

Topplng:

® 1/3c. butterscoteh chips - finely
chopped in processor

® 1 white, lightly beaten with fork

e confectioner's sugar - optional

Ling top baking sheet with parchwment paper. Combine flour and butter until coarse meal forms.  Adol
sugar, baking powder and salt, combine well. Stir in cream, vanilla and egg, blending well to form a soft
dough. Folol tn butterscoteh chips. Scoop mixture onto baking sheet. Place 1/2 ¢. chips in food processor
and process until finely chopped. Do not over process. Brush tops with egg white; sprinkle ground

butterscoteh cmps over top. Bake untll browned - 16-18 mlnutes.
Dust with confectioner's sugar whew cool. redballoonagent.com



http://www.myfico.com/�

	Why interest matters

	Redballoon News and Insights

	Spring 2009—A Time for new beginnings

	Inside this Issue:

	Vicki Benkenstein

	March 2009

	5 Factors That Decide Your Credit Score

	March 2009

	Page #

	Yummy Caramel Scones

	Every bit as good as your favorite coffee house treat!

	Pop Culture meets mainstreet 

	as The Simpsons Face Foreclosure



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



